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PODCAST START: 
 
[intro music] 
 
Fr. Shay: Welcome to the Reading Queerly Queer Theology Podcast, where 
each week, your hosts Brian Murphy and Shay Kearns will offer a reflection on 
the week’s lectionary readings. 
 
Brian: Today we’re looking at the lectionary readings for Sunday, October 20th. 
We’re going to take a look at Genesis 32:22-31. This is Jacob wrestling with God. 
So, what’s this passage speaking to you about, Shay? 
 
FS: Well, this is a passage that was super important to me when I was coming 
out and leaving fundamentalism especially, this idea of wrestling with God. I 
think, both kind of on an intellectual level at that point – because I felt like that’s 
what I was doing, this intellectual wrestling – but also just the idea that God 
would let God’s self be wrestled with. That it was okay to ask questions and to 
struggle. That really resonated. And there was something, too, in Jacob’s 
willingness to ‘hang on,’ even if it cost him everything. This idea that, you know, 
he walked with a limp for the rest of his life because of this encounter that he had 
had with God. There was something in that that really spoke to me. Like, was I 
willing to wrestle through this to allow myself to be changed by this process, in 
the midst of hanging on to faith? So, I love this passage. I think that there’s so 
much in this that speaks to me. What about you? 
 
B: This is also one of those verses or passages that was really sort of crucial for 
me as I was coming to accept myself. There was just something about my faith 
and Christianity that seemed very set and certain and unchanging. We did this 
unit on the attributes of God and one of them was ‘God is unchanging and all-
powerful.’ And I was a kid, what did I know? But I understood Christianity to be 
this thing that, the Christianity that I was taught in 1997 was the same thing that 
the disciples were teaching each other in the year 37. Of course, I come now to 
know that the history of Christianity is complex and varied, and some of what are 
core Christian tenets these days have only been around for a hundred, two 
hundred years. But I did know, at the time, to say to myself: I think I’m gay, and I 
still feel like a good person, but I’ve been taught that I must not be; is it actually 
okay? It just felt like this huge assault on everything that I’d known, even to 
question it felt like a bad thing. I really clung to this passage and also to 1 
Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians – test everything, hold onto that which is 
good. And this idea of wrestling with God, that God is someone who submits to 
the wrestling match and isn’t afraid of that. … almost sort of equals in that, that 
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you can wrestle with God and come out on the other side okay, was really 
important for me to hear. 
 
FS: Yeah, and I think it’s important that queer people look at these texts and 
realize that they’re ours, too. We can reclaim these texts as liberation texts. I 
think, often, people would take that passage that you quoted, the 2 
Thessalonians one, and would use that against queer people. For us to be able 
to take that back and say no, we have tested this and we have held on to what is 
good, and what is good is our queer identity. I think that that’s a really powerful 
message to send to people. 
 
B: Absolutely, and there’s something else in this passage that really sticks out to 
me. In the middle of it, Jacob says, “I will not let go unless you bless me.” Jacob 
makes a demand of God, and then God ascends to that. Right? I think, if Jacob 
can make a demand of God – and God didn’t say, “You’re being mean, you hurt 
my feelings, now I’m not your friend anymore,” – certainly, queer people can say, 
“Use my correct name and pronouns all the time.” Or, “This is what solidarity 
looks like.” Or, “This is how you love me.” Right? Those demands are less than 
asking God, of all creation, to bless you. I think there’s power there, both in 
Jacob’s relationship to God and the idea that we can make demands of God – is, 
I think, an important an helpful message – and also something to remember, that 
when people make demands of us, sometimes we should listen to them. 
 
FS: For sure. And I think the beauty of this passage is that, we know that Jacob 
walked away changed. The kind of insinuation is that maybe God walked away 
changed as well. So what happens when we allow ourselves to be in community 
with each other, and we allow ourselves to be changed by our encounters with 
God and with one another? I think that’s a really powerful thing, and an exciting 
thing to think about. 
 
[outro music] 
 
FS: Speaking of wrestling, we’re launching Spit & Spirit, a digital magazine that 
wrestles with the reality of faith, tomorrow. So if you enjoy this podcast and want 
to continue exploring queer spirituality, go to SpitandSpirit.com to learn more and 
subscribe. And if you’re listening to this after October 16th, it’s already out, so you 
can go and grab the latest issue now at SpitandSpirit.com. 
 
B: I’m Brian. 
 
FS: And I’m Shay. And you can find out more at QueerTheology.com. 
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B: If you’d like to connect with us, send us an email at 
connect@queertheology.com. 
 
Fs: Thanks for listening. 
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
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