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PODCAST START: 
 
[intro music] 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy. Hello! I’m so excited to be back with you for another 
episode. Today is my last day flying sans Shay – we’ll be back together next 
week, queer theologizing the lectionary together for you. Today, I wanted to sort 
of go out with a bang. There were two texts that really jumped out at me, and I 
want to tackle them both. I’ll keep it short and sweet. One is a more sort of 
touchy-feely take, and the other passage is going to get a little bit political. And 
then at the end of the episode, I’m going to end with something we’ve never done 
on the Queer Theology podcast before – so stick around ‘til the very end for that.  
 
But first, I just want to take one moment to say to you that Queer Theology is a 
worldwide movement at this point. There are thousands of people out there who 
come to our website, join our mailing list, read our mailing list, are on our 
Facebook, listen to this podcast – you are part of this family of faith, from all 
around the world, with people in very different parts of their spiritual journey. 
Some folks are not sure at all if there even is a god, if that god loves them; other 
folks are pastors and priests and bishops. People who live in the middle of the 
country in America and as far-flung as Japan and Australia, Uganda, China, 
Russia – and so many of those folks, like you, first find us through the podcast. If 
the Queer Theology podcast is something that you appreciate, that has fulfilled 
you or inspired you or given you life or connected you to a group of folks that 
have supported you, we would really love for you to go to iTunes and leave a 
review. When you do that, you make it easier for other folks to find the podcast 
and find this wonderful community. Go to iTunes, search for the Queer Theology 
podcast, leave a review. If you leave a review with words, rather than just clicking 
a star, it helps even more; it has to do with iTunes algorithms. If you want to 
make sure that other folks can find this podcast, like you have, that would be 
super super super helpful. We would really appreciate it, and I’m sure the folks 
who have yet to hear this podcast, but will because of your review, will be 
grateful as well. 
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Okay. So, let’s dive into this week’s lectionary text. The first one that I’m going to 
look at is Jeremiah 18. The text is 1-11, but I’m going to cut it off to the part that 
I’m going to talk about.  

 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, 
go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you 
hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he 
was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, 
and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good 
to him. 
 
Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do 
with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? 
says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so 
are you in my hand. [NRSV] 

 
I just was struck by how, you know, sometimes I just feel like it’s too late; I’ve 
gone and ruined it. Whatever ‘it’ is. Whether it’s myself, my career, my 
relationship – I’ve done this thing, and I’ve made this mistake, and now I’m 
ruined. That might be something you’re feeling, whether it’s, you know, you feel 
ruined by something that happened to you, by an assault, whether you feel 
ruined by choices that you made, whether you feel ruined by mental health 
issues that you struggle with, whether you feel ruined by a career decision that 
didn’t take you in the path that you thought that it would, but it didn’t lead to the 
success that you thought it would or the feelings that you thought it would, or 
maybe it did and that success left you feeling empty inside. Whatever ways you 
might feel ruined – first of all, this idea that you can be ruined, I want to sort of 
push back on. Depression doesn’t make you ruined. Sleeping with a lot of people 
doesn’t make you ruined. Having HIV doesn’t make you ruined. Being trans 
doesn’t make you ruined. But even if you feel, even if you feel like you are, or 
perhaps that ruin is just the feeling of being ruined, God can make something 
new. Your life is not yet done. Your purpose here has not yet fulfilled. There is 
more for you still – wherever you are, right now, today is the first day of the rest 
of your life. There’s still something remarkable and amazing that you have, not 
only to live for for yourself but to share with the world. Take that with you, that 
you are just the way that you need to be, and that it’s not over yet, and that this 
part of you that feels ruined might actually be the source of great strength for 
yourself and inspiration for others. Don’t ever let anyone make you feel that 
you’re ruined, and even if you have this feeling that you can’t shake, know that 
God can rework that feeling into something beautiful. 
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Okay. That’s the touchy-feely one. The next one is Philemon 1-21. [see end of 
transcript for text] What the passage is actually about is the set-up to this letter, 
right? It actually sort of doesn’t really say much. But what I want to point out is 
that it talks mostly about how Paul is writing this from jail. Paul is imprisoned. He 
references some folks that he’s imprisoned with. I think it’s just so important to 
remember, in this time where we’re having a lot of attention around police and 
policing and the prison system, that the followers of Jesus – first of all, Jesus was 
arrested by the state and executed by the state. And then his followers, many of 
them, were also arrested and imprisoned, and some of them executed, again, by 
the state. And so, when we hear the news or watch the news or read the tweets, 
and the police are arresting protesters, right – they’re arresting Jesus’s followers. 
That’s what was happening to Jesus’s followers. The Roman government was 
arresting the followers of Jesus for the work that they were doing. It’s tempting to, 
especially in America or the UK or other sort of western countries, to imagine the 
analogy of Christians quote-unquote in China being arrested for having a Bible 
study in their church basement. And, like, no one anywhere in the whole world 
should be arrested for having a church service, anywhere, or any other sort of 
religious service – that’s not hurting anyone else, right? So, yes, and… the 
followers of Jesus were not just having a church service.  
 
We can look at other parts of the Bible to see, well, what were the followers of 
Jesus doing? In Acts, it talks about how they were sharing everything amongst 
themselves and there were no needy. In other parts of the Bible, and even in 
writings outside of the Bible by Roman authorities, we see how the early church 
was taking care of not only their own sick but other sick folks. We see the 
Sermon on the Mount that Jesus says. It’s easy to sometimes see that as touchy-
feely, but there’s a political side to it. ‘If anyone strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn the other one also. If someone takes your coat, give him your cloak as well. 
If someone forces you to go a mile, go the second mile.’ All those things can sort 
of be seen as these touchy-feely, “Oh, just return a slight with kindness.” But 
really, all those things are political protests. I’ll link to an article by Marcus Borg 
that quotes, that sort of draws upon MLK and Walter Wink, to explain why all 
those three things are actually political protests. [see end of transcript for link] We 
can think about the early church being political protesters and then being 
arrested for political protests. It’s just like, where would Jesus – what is an 
analogous movement to the early church movement? Black Lives Matter is 
definitely that. And not just Black Lives Matter – Native Americans protesting the 
pipelines, protest movements anywhere – we can see an analogy in the early 
church.  
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So don’t let anybody write you off if you’re involved in protest movements or 
social justice work, and don’t fall into the trap of writing off protesters and saying, 
‘Oh, why can’t they just be polite or get along? Why do they have to block the 
traffic?’ Paul in Philemon, in this week’s lectionary text, was in jail for disrupting 
the political order in Rome. He was arrested. That’s happening today. It’s 
happening in our midst. If you ever have wondered, where would I be, what 
would I be doing, if I was alive in the time of Jesus and had the opportunity to 
follow him directly? Well, you would probably be in jail. [laughs] That is what I 
want to leave you with today. Not that you need to go to jail today. Being able to 
be arrested for political protest causes is certainly a privilege, given the really 
violently racist nature of the police force and the prison justice system in 
America, especially. So I’m not suggesting that you need to go out and get 
arrested, but keep that in mind – that that is holy and sacred work, too, as is 
being a teacher and educating the next crop of citizens, as is being a pastor, as 
is being someone who supports those ministries or movements with their time, 
their talent, their treasure. There’s lots of ways to be involved, but the protests 
that we’re seeing today are certainly valid and sacred. I think that Jesus, in the 
early church, would say, “Oh yeah. We see what you’re doing. We get that. 
We’ve got you.” 
 
So, to wrap up this episode of the Queer Theology podcast, I want to end with 
the Collect from the lectionary for today. I will give this prayer to you, for your 
day, right now.  
 
“God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the 
burning fire of your love, grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship 
of the gospel; that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith 
and active in service, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.” 
 
Peace and blessings to you today, wherever you are. I love you, and Shay will be 
back with me next week for another episode of the Queer Theology podcast. I 
will see you then.  
 
[outro music] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
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FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
 
 
Referenced links: 
http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/2004/04/what-would-jesus-think-of-
kings-protests.aspx  
 
-- 
 
Philemon 1-21, NRSV 
 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear 
friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to 
the church in your house: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that 
we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 
me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, 
in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
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might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
 
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If 
he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I 
am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
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