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PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Hey there, it's Brian Murphy here, one of the cofounders of 
QueerTheology.com, and before we get into this week's episode, I want to take a 
quick moment to ask for your help. QueerTheology.com has been up and running 
for four years now, and it's been an amazing labor of love for Shay and I. Over 
the past few years, we've worked through our program Sanctuary Collective to 
make that a little bit more sustainable, but we could really use your help. When 
you add things up like hosting and the email list and the podcast, and other 
necessary tools to keep this site up and running, it costs over four hundred 
dollars each month just to keep the lights on, and that doesn't count any of the 
time that Shay or I spend working on the podcast, on creating articles, on 
creating resources, on hosting webinars. We're spending at least thirty hours 
each month, sometimes up to a hundred hours each month - that's time we're not 
working on other paying projects. And we love it - every moment of it, or just 
about every moment of it. We love serving you, we love being a part of this 
community - but we could really use your help in making this a work more 
sustainable. So we're launching our first-ever fundraising drive this summer. If 
you would like to support us, if you're a fan of this podcast, if our work means 
something to you - we could really use your help in making Queer Theology a bit 
more sustainable. So you can head on over to QueerTheology.com/support to 
learn more about that. And without further ado… here's this week's episode. 
 
 
[intro music] 
 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy. Hello hello! This week we're taking a break from 
lectionary to talk about our theme here at Queer Theology for the month. This 
month we're talking all about how to read the Bible queerly, so we want to spend 
a little bit of time talking about that today. In a few days, we're heading out to the 
Wild Goose festival in Hot Springs, North Carolina, to share the queer gospel 
there and lead a workshop on how LGBTQ folks can find inspiration and 
liberation in the gospel, and tell their own queer narrative. Tune in next week for 
some excerpts from that talk, if you can't make it down to North Carolina. Over 
the course of the month, in addition to these two podcasts, we'll be sharing some 
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articles about how to read the Bible queerly, how to orient your relationship with 
scripture in a way that is helpful, that is faithful, that revels in God's love for us - 
and we'll be leading a webinar on that. All things this month at Queer Theology 
will be about reading the Bible queerly. We're excited to get into that with you. 
Today we're going to talk a little bit about our relationship to scriptures and where 
we used to be and why that didn't work for us - maybe you've been there yourself 
or you're there now - and offer a vision for where we might be going, in the future, 
to find a relationship with scripture that is live-giving and liberating and truly good 
news. So Shay, talk to me about your relationship with the Bible. 
 
 
FS: Wow. It is a long and winding one. [laughs] You know, I grew up in tradition 
that had this unofficial slogan, that was, 'the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing 
but the Bible.' So from a very young age, right, I grew up around the Bible and 
with the Bible as a text that was literally the word of God. Every word in it was 
considered to be perfect and inerrant, and God had spoken those words to the 
various writers of scripture exactly as God wanted them written down. 
 
B: Mhm. Yep. 
 
 
FS: And that everything that we needed to know about God and Jesus was found 
within the Bible. And therefore, everything that we needed to know about how to 
live a good Christian life and be a good Christian, was in the Bible. 
 
B: Yep. Me too. 
 
 
FS: So that was kind of the basics of how I grew up reading the Bible. And the 
problem with that is that I wasn't actually given any tools to understand scripture. 
I was never taught about the historical context in which scripture was written, the 
background of all of these different stories. I was never taught the history of even 
how the Bible was put together. You know, how did we decide which writings got 
in and which ones were left out? Like who made those decisions? What were the 
politics behind all of that? None of that was ever even hinted at. The fact that 
there were other writings, I didn't realize until I was late into my college years, 
and it blew my mind. 
 
B: [laughs] 
 
 
FS: And then, this other piece was that everything was supposed to be taken at 
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face value. So you read scripture all the time, preferably in the morning in your 
quiet time before you did anything else 
 
B: Yeah! Yep. 
 
 
FS: You memorized a ton of scripture, and everything went back to scripture. It 
was Bible, Bible, Bible all the time. And I think that did multiple things for me. 
One was that I became super familiar with the scriptures, which is sometimes 
both a blessing and a curse. And, all of the scriptures were really interpreted in 
one single way, always. There wasn't room for two different people to read the 
same story and come up with a different interpretation. Which in some ways is 
kind of remarkable, when you consider how like, murky and strange and 
complicated and complex some of these stories are. 
 
B: Yep. 
 
 
FS: It just taught me that there wasn't a lot of room for creativity. And then, as I 
started coming out, the Bible was used very much as a weapon against me. It 
became something that not only was really familiar and in some ways over-read 
and overdone, but also it became hostile. So I started to kind of hate the Bible, 
and didn't see much use for it, right? Like, once you've read it a bunch of times, 
and you're only allowed to interpret it one way, it's like: well, okay, if I'm not 
finding anything new in this, what do I do with it? And so I really struggled with 
how to make sense of the Bible and what to do with it. So that's a short version of 
my long history, my background with scripture. What about you? 
 
B: I had a very similar experience to you when it comes to the Bible, and reading 
the Bible a lot. You know, supposed to have that daily quiet time in the morning, 
and there were all sorts of different systems for how you pick what you're going 
to read. And also you memorizing passages - I know in my sixth grade Sunday 
school, every week we got points for knowing the class memory verse, and 
knowing the memory verse of the week, and knowing the memory verse from last 
week, and every week there was a different memory verse. Then in middle 
school, we were encouraged to get those little card kits that have business card-
size scriptures. On one side it has the verse and on the other side it has the 
reference. You would read the scripture and try to remember the reference, or 
read the reference and try to say the scripture… it was just like, all the Bible, as 
well. Earlier you said you were never given any tools to understand scripture, and 
that so resonates with me. I remember every day we would go into our youth 
group and there would be a handout, a printout, for what we were going to talk 
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about. There would be the passage at the top and a series of questions, and 
each question would have some blank space in it. This blank space wasn't for 
you to write down your thoughts. The blank space was for, as the lesson went 
along, the person speaking would give you the answer, and you would write 
down what the answer was. It was structured notetaking. It wasn't a worksheet or 
a workbook. And then the end of the lesson you had received the correct 
answers to all of these questions that they were responding to… When I moved 
to New York City and went to a progressive church, we also had these sort of 
discussion questions, but they were discussion questions. Everyone had their 
own take and opinion, and the pastor would pitch in sometimes, or maybe he 
would synthesize things, and maybe she would guide us in a certain direction, 
but it was definitely us sort of wrestling with scripture together - not fill-in-the-
blanks about what this scripture means. I remember in middle school when I 
started to really realize that I was attracted to guys, the first thing I did was - I 
went to my Bible. I was like, "Okay, what does the Bible say about this? I've 
heard that it's not okay to be gay, but like… it just feels like such a part of me that 
truly that can't be right." So I went to the Bible and looked it up, and my teen 
study Bible had all sorts of commentary on what homosexuality was. They didn't 
ever point me to scripture, they just pointed me to commentary. That started me 
on this journey of looking for what the Bible said about homosexuality. I 
remember, I would go and read an article that was like "Why it's so wrong," and 
then I'd find another article that said "No, that article was wrong, here are all the 
reasons that being LGBT is actually okay," and then I'd be like "Oh, okay, it's 
okay!" And then I'd find another article that contradicted it - "Here's why all those 
other arguments are wrong!" - and then I'd be like "Oh, it's not okay…" and it was 
this hamster wheel of always looking for the next hit. What does some external 
authority say about what the Bible says? And I just found, for whatever reason, 
these articles that were all centered around, "What does Genesis 1 say about 
homosexuality? What does Leviticus 18 say about homosexuality? What does 
Sodom and Gomorrah say about homosexuality? What does Romans 1 say 
about homosexuality?"… I just felt like all of them, on both sides, really left 
something lacking. It just felt like none of them were really getting it right. They 
both seemed like they were simplifying things, or glossing over things. It seemed 
tedious. Neither of them felt like particularly good news. I was very much left like, 
"Well, I don't know!" and unfulfilled, just left with a sense of… you know, there's 
got to be another way. It was joining this whole forced equality ride, before I was 
really a hundred percent convinced that it was okay to be queer! It was through 
that process, putting my body on the line and working it out and being 
surrounded by queer folks who were radically accepting, that I began to find 
Jesus in the gospel. But also - find feminism in the Bible, and find queerness in 
the Bible, and find justice and liberation in the Bible. Like, oh my God, it's been 
here all along. That's not to say that the Bible isn't anti-women, or pro-slavery - 
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lots of fucked up things happen in the Bible. But it was not an article refuting the 
clobber passages that led me to wholeness. It was radically shifting my 
relationship with scripture, and beginning to wrestle with it, and beginning to look 
for myself, and beginning to look for people I know in it. That made all the 
difference. And that's what we're going to be talking about at Wild Goose this 
week and on the podcast this week. 
 
 
FS: I think it's so interesting that both you and I have talked about how so much 
of our experience with the Bible was around verses. All of these little pieces that 
were taken out of context. I think what changed things for both you and I was 
when we realized that there was a larger narrative, and a larger story - both of 
scripture and of the gospel and the Christian story and the Jesus movement, but 
also that we could find ourselves in. There was this larger narrative that got away 
from all of these verses that were taken out of context, or proof-texted, or 
whatever. That's when things became life-giving. I think that that's what's so vital 
to both of us about the work that we do at Queer Theology, which is all about, 
"Let's talk about the narrative. What is the narrative of scripture? What is the 
story that we can continue to find ourselves in, that continues to give life and 
hope and liberation?" That's where the good stuff is. 
 
B: If you'll be at the Wild Goose festival, tweet at us and we'll see you there. If 
you won't be there, we'll see you next week on this podcast, with some updates 
from the field and some more brass tacks on how you can begin to read the Bible 
queerly. 
 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBT Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
 
B: We'll see you next week. 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
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