
October 8, 2017  
Queer Christians are the cornerstone of the Kingdom 1/3 
Matthew 21:33 - 46 
	

	
Subscribe to the podcast by email or on iTunes 
Connect with us: Facebook | Twitter | Tumblr | Instagram	

PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy.  
 
FS: Hello! Welcome back. This week we are taking a look at the text for October 
8th. We’re going to look at Matthew 21:33-46. I’m going to go ahead and read it, 
because it’s pretty juicy. So here we go! 

 
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a 
winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented 
the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another 
place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
 
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other 
servants to them, more than the first time, and the 
tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent 
his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
 
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each 
other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 
inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. 
 
“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” 
 
“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they 
replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, 
who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become 
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the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you that the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom 
it falls will be crushed.” 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ 
parables, they knew he was talking about them. They 
looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of 
the crowd because the people heard that he was a 
prophet. [NIV] 

 
B: Ooh. The thing that just jumps out to me right off the bat, when I look at this 
through a queer lens, is violence. This passage is violent and that violence is 
something that LGBTQ people know intimately. That because of our queerness, 
and often our perceived gender variance – even when it’s people who are just 
gay, seen as being sissy or effeminate or butch – we’re met with violence, and 
death sometimes. I can’t get away from that in this passage. It just feels 
particularly resonant with me. I see myself in this story. What about you, Shay? 
 
FS: You know, when I read this, I just started thinking about the evangelical 
church, and evangelical church leaders in particular, as the tenants of the 
vineyard, and how, you know – first a couple people came out, and they killed 
those people and sent them to ex-gay camps and tried to scare them straight. 
Then more people came out and they did the same thing. What I love about this 
passage is that Jesus, in the end, is like “God is going to take everything you’ve 
built away from you, and give it to people whom you have despised and tried to 
kill.” I think that that’s what we see happening in the evangelical church right 
now. More and more people are coming out, and instead of the church being 
willing to admit that they were wrong, and not only that they were wrong but that 
their views did literal violence to hundreds and thousands of people and cost 
some of our community their lives, that those people are doubling down and 
being even more violent and hateful. I’m thinking of this ridiculous Nashville 
statement that was released last month, or at the end of August. To me, I see 
those statements and, while I am angered by them, I also realize that they are a 
dying and last-gasp of a group of people that no longer have any power in the 
world, who are not respected outside of a very small group of people, and who 
are trying to do anything they can to hang on to this passage that they are so 
rapidly losing. I think that they know that they’re losing, and that’s why they’re 
being even more violent and angry and hateful and bigoted now. I think that was 
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this passage says to me as a queer person, a queer Christian, is that this 
cornerstone that these builders have rejected becomes the capstone that 
everything gets built on. The kingdom gets taken away from the people who are 
not producing the fruit of God, and given to people who are. It’s given to people 
who are living out the values of community and compassion and justice and 
generosity. I think that if you look at the queer community, not always, but in 
large part, we’re taking care of one another, we’re looking out for one another, 
we’re meeting each other’s needs, physically and spiritually. We’re the inheritors 
of this vineyard. And that’s good news, right? And it’s beautiful. 
 
B: Yeah, you know, when I look at this passage and then I pair it with the story of 
Jesus and his life and death and resurrection, and I look in other places – a few 
months ago we talked about the story of Moses’s birth, back in Exodus, and this 
idea that you cannot kill us. Right? You kill one and more come. You kill them 
and more come. You kill them and then the son comes. You kill him and then 
God takes away your vineyard. You can’t kill us – God is on our side. We’re a 
people of resilience and resurrection. That salvation comes from us. God is 
working in our midst, in the margins, and it’s not at all like, please please please 
let us in to your church, please become open and affirming, please ordain me, 
please gay marry me. It’s like, God is here. This is the cornerstone. You’re 
welcome to be here, and we invite you to come here, but one way or another, 
God has given us the field. 
 
[outro music plays] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
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