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PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy.  
 
FS: Welcome! This week we’re taking a look at the lectionary text for October 
15th. We’re going to look at Isaiah 25:1-9. I’m going to go ahead and read it for 
us. This is from the Common English Bible.  

 
Lord, you are my God. 
I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
for you have done wonderful things, 
planned long ago, faithful and sure. 
 
You have turned the city into rubble, 
the fortified town into a ruin, 
the fortress of foreigners into a city no more, 
never to be rebuilt. 
 
Therefore, strong people will glorify you; 
the towns of tyrant nations will fear you. 
 
You have been a refuge for the poor, 
a refuge for the needy in distress, 
a hiding place from the storm, 
a shade from the heat. 
 
When the breath of tyrants is like a winter storm 
or like heat in the desert, 
you subdue the roar of foreigners. 
 
Like heat shaded by a cloud, 
the tyrants’ song falls silent. 
 
On this mountain, 
the Lord of heavenly forces will prepare for all peoples 
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a rich feast, a feast of choice wines, 
of select foods rich in flavor, 
of choice wines well refined. 
 
He will swallow up on this mountain the veil that is veiling all 
peoples, 
the shroud enshrouding all nations. 
 
He will swallow up death forever. 
 
The Lord God will wipe tears from every face; 
he will remove his people’s disgrace from off the whole 
earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. 
 
They will say on that day, 
“Look! This is our God, 
for whom we have waited— 
and he has saved us! 
 
This is the Lord, for whom we have waited; 
let’s be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” [CEB] 

 
Good stuff. 
 
B: Yeah. One of the first things that comes up for me in this passage is that – so, 
last month, we were looking at sort of the basics of Christianity. One of the things 
that I feel often people say about Christianity is that the God of the quote-
unquote Old Testament is mean and vengeful and wrathful, and the God of the 
quote-unquote New Testament is loving and gracious and kind. And they sort of 
frame Christianity in opposition to Judaism. That’s just… not what we see here. 
We’ve been looking at the through line of both the Hebrew and the Christian 
scriptures, and what we both see is a God that, in both the Hebrew scriptures 
and the Christian scriptures, is a God who longs for justice, who works for justice. 
One of the things also that sticks out to me is this idea that on this mountain, the 
Lord of heavenly forces will prepare for all peoples a rich feast, a feast of choice 
wines. It’s not just some people, but for all people. This is a God who will remove 
people’s disgrace, who will be a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy, a 
hiding place from the storm. We see in this a God who cares about people in the 
here and now, who wants to feed them, and take care of them. And also a God 
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who cares for all people, not just some people. What about you, Shay? What 
comes up for you? 
 
FS: Yeah, you know, as you’re talking about this through line of scripture, I think 
it’s so fascinating that in verse 8 of this passage, we have, “The Lord God will 
wipe tears from every face.” And I think about how the book of Revelation has 
almost that exact same line. In the new earth, God is present with God’s people 
and wipes the tears from their eyes. There will be no more crying and no more 
pain. It’s kind of this beautiful hope for the future. I think what this is saying is 
that, like you said, there is this through line through both the Hebrew and the 
Christian scriptures, and this idea that God’s longing is to be present with God’s 
people in a place of justice and a place where all people have what they need. 
That’s the first thing that sticks out to me. And the second thing is that, you know, 
all of this stuff about the tyrants, right – like it feels very applicable currently, 
politically. 
 
B: [laughs] Totally. 
 
FS: And I love this idea that, like, when the breath of tyrants is like a winter 
storm, or heat in the desert, God shades us from that heat and the tyrant’s song 
falls silent. It’s beautiful and it’s poetic but it’s also really hopefully. I think in a 
time when many marginalized communities are feeling really overcome and kind 
of assaulted on all sides, these passages that say that God is a refuge for the 
poor, a refuge for the needy and distressed, a hiding place from the storm, a 
shade from the heat, is really comforting. And we have this vision of a world 
where we will live in harmony with one another, where there will be justice, where 
we will all have everything that we need. And I think that’s really beautiful. 
 
B: Yeah, when I think about those things that you just brought up, this idea that 
God will wipe away tears from every face, I think about how many queer people 
have, like, cried and cried and cried while coming out to family or to their church. 
Pleading to change their sexual orientation or their gender identity, crying over 
relationships that were lost, people who just don’t understand – and I also think 
about the harsh words for the tyrant that you were talking about. When we see in 
scripture, like, both the God of the Hebrew Bible and Jesus in the Christian Bible, 
there are some really pointed and specific and harsh words for the powerful, for 
the rich, for those who are oppressive. That is what it seems gets God angry. 
You know, we’re talking about sex this month at Queer Theology. People over 
and over and over and over and over again are asking, “Is it okay to have sex? Is 
it okay to have premarital sex? Is it okay to have gay sex?” And people can point 
to this or that passage about quote-unquote homosexuality or about fornication 
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or porneia. When I look at all of those passages that people are talking about 
sex, they all seem like very specific – sometimes the words aren’t very clear 
about what they mean, oftentimes it seems sort of wrapped up in some cultural 
thing that we don’t quite understand – like in Leviticus for instance. But what I do 
see very clearly and over and over and over is this passion for God to comfort 
those who are outcast and downtrodden and marginalized, and to sort of call 
those who are doing that oppressing to task. I think that, just as queer people 
have more to say than what we are not, there is more to the Bible and sex than 
defending ourselves against a handful of passages. If your sexuality has caused 
you to cry, God is there wiping your tears.  
 
FS: If you’re interested in diving deeper into our theme for the month, talking 
about sex, we’re going to have a special webinar on October 29th at 4:00 pm 
Eastern. You can sign up for that on the website QueerTheology.com/sextalk. 
That’s a totally free webinar. We’re going to be answering questions and talking 
about how to develop a sexual ethic and all sorts of other stuff related to sex and 
the Bible and Christianity. You’re not gonna wanna miss it!  
 
[outro music plays] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
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