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PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy. 
 
FS: Hello and welcome! This week we’re taking a look at the lectionary reading 
for January 14th, and we’re going to look at Psalm 139. It’s kind of a split passage 
– Psalm 139:1-6 and then 13-18. I’m going to read it from the Common English 
Bible. 

 
Lord, you have examined me. You know me. You know 
when I sit down and when I stand up. Even from far 
away, you comprehend my plans. You study my 
traveling and resting. You are thoroughly familiar with all 
my ways. There isn’t a word on my tongue, Lord, that 
you don’t already know completely. You surround me—
front and back. You put your hand on me. That kind of 
knowledge is too much for me; it’s so high above me 
that I can’t fathom it. 
 
…You are the one who created my innermost parts; you 
knit me together while I was still in my mother’s womb. I 
give thanks to you that I was marvelously set apart. 
Your works are wonderful—I know that very well. My 
bones weren’t hidden from you when I was being put 
together in a secret place, when I was being woven 
together in the deep parts of the earth. Your eyes saw 
my embryo, and on your scroll every day was written 
that was being formed for me, before any one of them 
had yet happened. God, your plans are 
incomprehensible to me! Their total number is 
countless! If I tried to count them—they outnumber 
grains of sand! If I came to the very end—I’d still be with 
you.      [CEB] 
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B: [wistfully] Oh. It’s just very beautiful. [Shay laughs] So, this passage, when we 
were looking at the different texts for this week, really jumped out at me. With 
Christmas right behind us and Easter on the horizon – those two things I really 
just get jazzed about – political Jesus, political God, Jesus is Lord not Caesar, 
this really sort of embodied, active, communal, justice-oriented God. Like, yes. 
Praise hands. And that’s great, and true, and exciting and yes. And, also this 
psalm right here, especially at the start of this new year, coincidentally with our 
theme of new year-new you, just sort of really strikes a different chord with me, 
that feels much more comforting and pastoral and personal. And reminds me 
that, definitely quote-unquote the work is an important part for me, of my faith 
and what I feel being a follower of Jesus means – and, also, that it’s important to 
sometimes sit and remember that we are loved and we are comforted and we are 
a part of something so much bigger than ourselves. Whether, for you, that’s a 
God who knit you together, or whether that’s the miracle of life [laughs] and DNA 
and reproduction, we’re part of this big human family that stretches around the 
world and back and through time. Sometimes we can just sit and remember that. 
That we’re good! And that comfort is important, and that we are loved. What 
about you, Shay? 
 
FS: [laughing] It’s so funny, because you read this as a super comforting 
passage, and I read it and I’m like, oh, man. [laughs] I think, partially, it’s hard for 
me to divorce a reading of this passage from how I was taught it growing up. 
 
B: Mm, yeah. 
 
FS: This was, a, the anti-abortion passage, right? Because, like, embryos are 
mentioned. And b, it’s this idea that like, God knows all of us and knows what 
we’re going to do. It just feels, first, kind of stalker-y. [both laugh] 
 
B: Yeah… 
 
FS: Like, this whole, ‘you know when I sit down and when I stand up’ and ‘even if 
I tried to escape you, I couldn’t’ – and I remember, as a young, queer kid, feeling 
alienated from my church and my faith, feeling like I can’t escape God even if I 
wanted to. So, like, what’s the point? How do I – and it felt very threatening to 
me. I think, too, it’s very easy for this passage to turn into an anti-trans passage, 
of like, “God knit you together in your mother’s womb, so who are you to change 
who you are and to change your body?” And so I think it’s really important that 
we acknowledge that this passage can be read in a lot of different ways— 
 
B: Yes! 
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FS: —some of them very, very creepily. And also, to acknowledge that this is 
poetry. It’s a song. This is not David’s discourse on how babies are made, right? 
[both laugh] 
 
B: Yup.  
 
FS: And how God interacts with the world. Right? This is a metaphorical – it’s a 
song, and it’s meant to be read as poetry. I think that it’s important that we put it 
in that context so that we can see the beauty, we can see the beauty of the 
language, we can see the beauty of the thought behind it. I think that when I can 
read it as poetry, when I can read it as – you know, David was often alienated 
form his community. He was often on the run, and in hiding, and with people 
chasing him and wanting to kill him. When I can read it like that, this idea that he 
is present to God, that God has not forgotten about him, that God sees him and 
knows him even if his community doesn’t, I can then place the beauty back into 
it. And I think it’s one of those times when we need to remember that, like, 
different parts of the Bible are written in different ways, and that some of it’s 
poetry and some of it’s metaphor and we shouldn’t read it as a text on how to 
understand God. That’s not what it’s meant to be. So when I can read it like that, 
then I can get to your comfort and beauty. And I think it’s important that we sit 
with all of that and we hold all of that. Passages can bring comfort to one person 
and feel threatening to another. Both of those things can be true at the same 
time. 
 
B: Absolutely. I’ve definitely seen this passage used as a, “God doesn’t make 
mistakes, and therefore, the things that you know about yourself to be true are 
not actually true, because this authority on high actually knows that God didn’t 
really make you gay or trans or whatever.” I’ve definitely seen it be used as a 
bludgeon to tell people that they were wrong. It’s only been later in life that I’ve 
been able to come to it and say, no, I am beautiful and perfect just as I am. My 
queerness and my depression [laughs] and, you know, from the hairs on my 
head to the racing thoughts in my head, it’s all a part of me and it all can be used 
for good and for fulfillment. Definitely it can be read in multiple different ways and 
we need to honor that, and hopefully this is something that folks can reclaim if 
they want to. 
 
[outro music] 
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B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 


