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PODCAST START: 
 
[intro music] 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy. 
 
FS: Welcome back! This week we are taking a look at the lectionary text for May 
6th. The technical lectionary text is Acts 10:44-48, but that doesn’t actually really 
make sense [laughs] if you haven’t read the entire chapter of Acts 10. So we’re 
going to talk about the whole chapter of Acts 10. It’s super long, so we’re just 
going to link that in the show notes – but to recap really quickly, it’s the story of 
Peter and Cornelius in the book of Acts where Peter has this vision about 
unclean things coming down from the sky. God tells Peter not to call anything 
that God has made unclean. And then Cornelius shows up, and Peter goes to 
Cornelius’s house, and all of the people get anointed with the Holy Spirit, and 
Peter decides to baptize them. So it’s this kind of long story, but it’s also pretty 
cool. [see end of transcript for text] So Brian, what do you make of this story? 
 
B: You know, I think I take something away from this different each time. I think 
the first time that I encountered this text, I was out of college, in my twenties, and 
I was like, how did no one ever tell me this was in there?! Last week, we talked 
about the Ethiopian eunuch and sort of that circle of inclusion drawing wider, and 
we see that again in this passage, going to include gentiles and things that were 
previously considered by Jewish folks, including the Jewish followers of Jesus 
(who was Jewish), to be unclean. For me, at first, I was sort of like, oh, well 
maybe being gay, or gay sex, was at some point considered ‘ritually unclean’ à la 
Leviticus, but that’s no longer the case anymore, so I can have gay sex, which 
means that I can get gay married, and be a good Christian. And that was really 
revolutionary for me, and exciting and comforting and inspiring and all of those 
good things. And now that I come back to this, I think I was really focused in on 
God saying “Never consider unclean what God has made pure,” and I sort of saw 
the straight, cisgender church as the Peter in this story, trying to maintain 
cleanliness and order and purity in this antiquated and out-of-date, out-of-touch 
sort of way. 
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And now that I’ve been out for a long time – nearly half my life – and have been a 
proud queer Christian for a decade, now this Peter exclaiming, “Absolutely not, 
Lord! I have never eaten anything impure, unclean,” reminds me of this impulse 
that I see amongst some gay Christians, and then some trans Christians, to sort 
of tow this line of like, respectability politics. That folks sometimes want to draw 
the circle just wide enough to include themselves and then stop there. It’s not just 
our quote-unquote oppressors who are Peter and the servant – sometimes we 
might be this to other people in our lives and society and the church. And so, I’m 
challenged, both to see the ways in which the communities that I’m a part of are 
trying to be rigid in our understandings of who’s in and who’s out, and push that 
beyond just ‘it’s okay to be gay as long as you’re married and monogamous and 
have two-and-a-half kids and are still a Christian’ – but also to see in myself ways 
in which I might be blind to the work of the divine moving through people for an 
ever-more inclusive society. What about you, Shay? 
 
FS: All of that resonates with me. And I also love – we talked about this a little 
last week, about how as the early Christian church was forming, they were still 
really figuring out what the community was supposed to be, and how they were 
going to live it out. Right? Like, it wasn’t like they had this book of rules that 
Jesus gave them and everything was figured out. It was this messy and organic 
and – you know, it was movement work, which is complicated. And I love Peter in 
this passage. We get in Peter this real example of what it means to continue to 
be open to the guiding of the spirit, and to continue to allow yourself to be 
challenged and changed. You know, he goes from this staunch, “I’m not going to 
allow myself to be tested,” kind of stance in the beginning of the story, to the end, 
this openness, where he kind of asks the question – “Surely no one can stop 
them from being baptized, can they?” Right? [both laugh] 
 
B: Right. 
 
FS: And it’s this, like, “Well, okay, I guess this alright. Let’s do it.” And then he 
baptizes them, and starts a new thing. Much like Philip with the Ethiopian 
eunuch, we get this story of, again, the circle of inclusion being wider. But also 
these people who have walked with Jesus, who have been entrusted with 
carrying on the story and the mission, who are still trying to figure it out and who 
sometimes get it wrong, but who, if they can remain open, can give us this model 
of beauty and inclusion and changing, and all of that. I think that’s really beautiful, 
and it’s important. And like you said, it’s a good model to figure out like, where 
are the places that you’re maybe feeling closed off, where the spirit is 
encouraging you to open up and to ask those questions of, can this be possible? 
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Can this be a faithful response? Can this be what following Jesus looks like? I 
think that that’s really cool. 
 
B: Two more things really quickly stick out to me. One is that we see some real 
humanity here in Peter. He says, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show 
partiality to one group of people over another.” Right in the middle of this 
passage, we see Peter evolving, in real time. And so, changing your 
understanding of God is a Biblical, sacred thing to do.  
 
And then my final closing thought is that, at the end, the part that was actually the 
lectionary, is, “While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone who 
heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out, even on the 
gentiles.” And I think this is really crucial, that God was already at work in the 
lives of people who the then-believers, the then-church, thought couldn’t be part 
of them, who were different, who were other. In baptizing them into the church, 
it’s not necessarily for the benefit of the gentiles – the gentiles already have the 
Holy Spirit, the gentiles are already connected to the divine. They don’t really 
need to be baptized. It’s that the church is enriched when they get to include, or 
they choose to include, or they realize that they need to include, these gentiles 
whom the divine is already present and already working in. I think that is very 
analogous to queer people. For LGBTQ people, whether or not you’re allowed to 
be married in your church, whether or not your church will ordain you, whether or 
not your church will baptize you, whether or not your church will allow you to be 
in leadership, the divine is already alive and well and at work in your life. 
Communities of faith are enriched by your presence. You are a gift to them, just 
as much as it might feel good to be accepted or included by them. So, remember 
that. 
 
[outro music] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
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PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 
 
 
ACTS 10 [NRSV] 
In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, 
as it was called. He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he 
gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. One 
afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel 
of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” He stared at him in terror and 
said, “What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a certain 
Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the seaside.” When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his 
slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, and after 
telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa. 
 
About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, 
Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to 
eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven 
opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the 
ground by its four corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles 
and birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 
But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a second time, “What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three times, and the thing 
was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
 
Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he 
had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for 
Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. They called out to ask whether 
Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. While Peter was still thinking 
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three men are searching for you. 
Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” 
So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what 
is the reason for your coming?” They answered, “Cornelius, a centurion, an 
upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, 
was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear 
what you have to say.” So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. 
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The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from 
Joppa accompanied him. The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius 
was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. On 
Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. But Peter 
made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” And as he talked with 
him, he went in and found that many had assembled; and he said to them, “You 
yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; 
but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. So 
when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for 
me?” 
 
Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying 
in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said, 
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered 
before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he 
is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ Therefore I sent for you 
immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here 
in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” 
 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 
 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
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have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they invited him to stay for several days. 


