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PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Hey there! The Queer Theology podcast is on summer vacation for the 
first time ever. But fear not, there is an episode of the podcast coming your way 
in just a minute. We have given a queer take on over two hundred Bible 
passages. There’s a good chance you haven’t heard every single one of those, 
which is why every week for the summer we’re publishing a throwback episode of 
the podcast. We’ll be back with new episodes in September, and until then, you 
can stay connected with us on social media, inside of Sanctuary Collective 
(which you can learn more about at QueerTheology.com/community), and of 
course, with throwback episodes of this podcast. So without further ado, here’s 
today’s episode, and we’ll see you in September! 
 
[intro music] 
 
Fr. Shay: Welcome to the Reading Queerly queer theology podcast, where each 
week, your hosts Brian Murphy and Shay Kearns will offer a reflection on the 
week’s lectionary readings. This week we are looking at the lectionary texts for 
August 2nd [2015]. We’re going to look at Ephesians 4:1-16. It’s a little long, so 
we’ll just go ahead and link to it in the shownotes. The basic gist is it’s talking 
about the fact that God gave people lots of different types of gifts, but that we all 
belong to the same body. 

 
[not read aloud] 
 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through 
all and in all. 
 
But each of us was given grace according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he 
ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he 
gave gifts to his people.” 
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(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but 
that he had also descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? He who descended is the same one who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill 
all things.) 
 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.  
 
We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But 
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love. [NRSV] 

 
So, whaddya think of this passage, Brian? 
 
B: Oh, this passage is so important to me. I need to hear it all sorts of different 
ways all the time. In fact, I think you [laughs] were just sort of talking about this. I 
don’t know if you were actually quoting this passage or just sort of the idea of it. 
Not at all in a spiritual sense, but I have this irrational thought that pursuing the 
things in my life, whether that’s career, vocation, hobbies, that I want to be doing 
and that give me life and that I’m good at, that that is somehow selfish. I was sort 
of like, well not everyone can run Queer Theology and Legalize Trans and be a 
freelance video producer/traveling artist, and you were like, “Well, not everyone 
wants to do that, Brian. The whole world is not you.” [both laugh] “Stop being so 
self-centered to think that everyone wants to do the things that you want to do!” 
 
And I think that is so important, for me, to just remember that it’s okay to do the 
things that I want to do. I don’t have to do the things that someone else was 
called to. There’s not any shoulds or needs to or has to. We all have different 
skills and talents and callings. Whether that’s sort of in society, or in the work of 
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building the kingdom of God, or activism, whatever that looks like, some people 
are going to be the spokespersons that Beyoncé follows on twitter and who are 
getting interviews on CNN – I’m thinking of Deray – and some folks are going to 
host the community potlucks, and some folks are going to write their community 
boards. There’s just all sorts of ways of doing this work, and they’re all really, 
truly, actually, this is not lip service, important and critical.  
 
FS: Two big things come up for me when I read this. One is that I was taught, 
growing up, that in order to really honor God, I had to be willing to give up the 
things that I really enjoyed doing. And that if I pursued something selfishly, that 
God would like, take away my ability to do that thing, or opportunities to do that 
thing. Which is a really messed up [laughs] view, and a really messed up view of 
God. 
 
B: Yeah. 
 
FS: A). But it’s amazing how far I’ve internalized that. I’ve had to really break 
down those beliefs to embrace, that, like – you can enjoy things, and that’s okay. 
You can enjoy using your talents and gifts in service of you calling, and that’s a 
good thing. You should enjoy the work that you’re doing.  
 
I think the other thing, too, is that so often in activist circles or in religious circles, 
there’s kind of ‘one right way’ to do things. You know, if you’re not out there 
getting arrested or at the front of the protest march, then you’re not a part of the 
work for justice. Like, I think some people do need to be maybe pushed to get out 
there more, but then, for other folks, it’s literally not safe for them to do that. Or 
they’re not able to do that. But I felt like, a lot of pressure and guilt around the 
ways that I choose to do activism, or the ways that I feel called to do activism. I 
have felt like it wasn’t good enough, or that it wasn’t difficult enough, and all of 
those things. I think that this passage is really important because it says that all 
of us have some kind of work that we’re called to do in serving and building up 
the body of Christ, but it’s not all the same work. I think that that’s important. It’s 
important for you to do you, and to embrace that. 
 
B: I know for me, I try to live with that tension between knowing that we all do 
different things and sort of what you were saying, never being complacent, and 
sometimes needing a push to say, “Well, maybe my role is that I just like people’s 
Facebook statuses—” [Shay laughs] “—and that’s the literal end of it.” It says 
here God’s goal is for us to become mature adults, to be fully grown, and also 
earlier, his purpose was that we do the work of serving and building. If my work is 
serving and building, and I’m maturing myself, and I’m becoming more fully 
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realized, then that’s good work and I can do more of that. And if I’m honest with 
myself, and what I’m trying to pass off as work is not really serving anything or 
building up anything and is not helping me become more mature, then maybe I 
do need to push myself a little bit. 
 
[outro music] 
 
B: This has been Reading Queerly, the queer lectionary podcast. I’m Brian— 
 
FS: And I’m Shay. And you can find out more at QueerTheology.com. 
 
B: If you’d like to connect with us, send us an email to 
connect@queertheology.com. 
 
FS: Thanks for listening.  
 
 
PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 


