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PODCAST START: 
 
[intro music] 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary 
readings. We’re the cofounders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this 
podcast. I’m Father Shay Kearns — 
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy.  
 
Hello hello hello! Today we are looking at the lectionary for Sunday, November 
25th. It’s Christ the King Sunday, so we’re going to be talking about that more 
generally, and not any one particular passage. A fun fact – its official title is the 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. But protestant 
churches refer to it as Christ the King Sunday. So Shay, can you give us a little 
background on what is Christ the King Sunday? 
 
FS: So this is one of those Catholic feast days that has been adopted by a lot of 
the mainline protestant churches – so Lutherans, Episcopalians, stuff like that. 
It’s celebrated in Protestant churches the Sunday – usually before Advent starts. 
It’s this celebration of kind of the kingship of Christ. Some churches, in a non-
gendered way, call it Reign of Christ Sunday. It’s this day where we acknowledge 
the authority that Christ has over the whole universe.  
 
I think it’s a really kind of interesting service. It’s kind of weird, right, to have this 
celebration – it feels a little Christian supremacist in some cases, I think. But I 
also find it to be a really helpful reminder, right before we enter this time of 
waiting and Advent, right? Advent is all about this waiting and longing for 
someone to come and save us. This Sunday is about this recognition that, for 
Christians, we have someone who we believe holds authority over our church, 
over our nation, over the world. 
 
B: Something that I hear in progressive Christian circles is sometimes folks 
changing the language of ‘the kingdom of God’ to ‘the kindom of God’, to sort of 
make it this more egalitarian, non-hierarchical idea. And that’s, I think, valuable in 
lots of ways. But can we talk a little bit about the implications of this political 
language around Christ as king? Where does that come from, and what does 
that mean for us as Christians?  
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FS: Even along with that kindom of God language, there are some people who 
have really tried to remove ‘Lord’ language, like, Jesus is Lord. I think that I 
actually really want to save that kingdom and Lord language. It’s very intentional, 
right? In the time that Jesus was living, Caesar was the Lord. And so for the folks 
who were following Jesus to say, “Actually, Jesus is Lord,” – this is a really 
radical political term. It’s one of the things that got Jesus killed. And again, this 
idea of the kingdom of God is to say that, like, God’s kingdom and God’s rules 
and God’s laws are more important and higher than Caesar’s rules and Caesar’s 
laws. Again, this is a really subversive political claim. For all of those folks who 
say that religion and politics should be separate, it’s just not possible. [laughs]  
 
Political ideas and political understandings and political ideology is baked into the 
very foundation of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Following Jesus has 
political repercussions. It has political ramifications. It has things that we’re called 
to that are political, and that’s what it means to be a follower of Jesus – making 
sure that everyone has enough, making sure that the prisoners are freed, right? 
 
B: Yes, yes! 
 
FS: These are not spiritual claims, these are political claims, that put us in 
opposition to laws and policies and procedures that are against those, right? You 
can’t be a follower of Jesus in Trump’s America and not run up against political 
things, right? The welcoming of immigrants and migrants, the fight to stop mass 
incarceration, the work for prison abolition, the fight to think of a world where we 
take care of one another and we don’t have a militarized police state, right? All of 
these things are political and they’re also what it means to follow Jesus. 
 
B: [sing-songy] Yes, yes, yes, yes, YES! For me, as a Christian, one of the areas 
of tension that I come up against in my life and faith and political journey is I, like 
you, think that this sort of political language is so important because, like, Christ 
is king, not Caesar, and not Trump. And, I’m also aware that I live in a different 
context now than Jesus did, or that the early church did. Though I for sure live in 
an empire, I don’t necessarily live under an emperor. We have some amount of 
say in who our leaders are. Obviously, in America and in other democracies 
around the world, they’re more or less influenced by the media and the rich and 
powerful, and in many elections in the US at least, whoever spends the most 
wins. That’s not always the case – we don’t absolute [laughs] control over our 
system of government, but we do have some amount of say in that. 
 
The tension that I find is really wanting to believe and live into this idea that 
Christ is king, not Caesar, not the president, not Trump, and we can’t wait for our 
government to save us. We are called to be co-creators of the kingdom of God 
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on earth as it is in heaven. And also, we live in a different world now, because we 
elected Trump and not Hilary. In places like New York City, for instance, because 
of the scale of the issues, the government can house people at a rate that 
individual people and individual churches can’t. And so I struggle with that 
tension of sort of this lofty idea of Christ as king, the kingdom of God on earth as 
it is in heaven, and also, how to practically live that out on a day to day basis. 
 
FS: I think that is the main challenge of what it means to be a follower of Jesus, 
right? We’re living into this belief that is not yet present on earth. I think you’re 
right – this idea of how can we be co-creators in that – you know, in Sanctuary 
Collective, I asked a question of the week. Right after the US elections, I asked, 
what concrete thing are you going to do to make your community better this 
week? I think sometimes we think that it’s just about voting and then we wait, 
right? [laughs] We cast our vote, and we hope that people get their shit together 
and do something good, but it’s about more than that.  
 
It’s about, how are we living out this belief that Jesus is Lord every day? How do 
we live it out in our homes, how do we live it out in our churches, how do we live 
it out in our communities, and how do we really push for the justice that we 
believe is coming, so that we can live into the future that we hope for, now? 
 
B: These are questions that we and others are constantly wrestling with inside 
Sanctuary Collective, like you said. If you don’t know, Sanctuary Collective is our 
online community, and it also comes with a bunch of premium resources like 
‘How to Read the Bible Queerly’, a digital magazine on issues like sin and grace, 
pride and shame, crucifixion and resurrection – lots of good stuff. You can learn 
more and get involved with Sanctuary Collective at  
QueerTheology.com/community. We would love to learn and grow and wrestle 
with these big questions together with you. 
 
[outro music] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com, which provides resources, community and inspiration for 
LGBTQ Christians and straight cisgender supporters. 
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Instagram. 
 
B: We’ll see you next week. 
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PODCAST END 
Transcript by Taylor Walker 


