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PODCAST START: 

[intro music] 

Brian G. Murphy: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast. 

Fr. Shay Kearns: Where each episode we take queer look at the week's 
lectionary readings. We're the co-founders of 
queertheology.com and the hosts for this podcast. I'm Father 
Shay Kearns. 

Brian G. Murphy: And I'm Brian G. Murphy. 

 Hello, hello, hello. It is time for another episode of the Queer 
Theology podcast. Palm Sunday is coming up this weekend 
and one of the blessings and curses of having a podcast that 
follows the lectionary readings is that some passages, stories, 
keep coming up year after year. So we keep talking about the 
same stuff over and over and over again. For the past five or 
six years we've talked about Palm Sunday and Holy Week 
right around this time and so this year we still want to talk 
about those things and we're going to put links to all of the 
Palm Sunday and Holy Week content we've ever created in 
the show notes of this episode, which you can find at 
queertheology.com/272. But we also want to take some time 
today to talk about why we do this, why we follow the 
lectionary, and in particular, why we keep looking at the same 
passages over and over again and what we might learn from 
them, like why that's important. So Shay, this whole lectionary 
podcast was your idea many, many years ago and here we 
are. We started before podcasts were even in and we just 
committed to every week. And so here we are. Why do you 
think that this is important? 

Fr. Shay Kearns: Well, man, let me tell you I'm regretting some days that I ... As 
we stare at some of the texts and we're like "What in the hell 
are we going to say about this one?" You know, it's funny, 
growing up in an evangelical church, we didn't do the 
lectionary. That was something that was totally foreign to me 
really until probably college, maybe even post-college when I 
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started going to churches that did follow the lectionary. But 
even some of those churches would sometimes take a break 
from it so that they could do a sermon series of a topic or so 
they could work through an entire book of the Bible. And I 
think that having experienced both lectionary-based churches 
and non-lectionary-based churches, the reality is that no 
matter what kind of church you go to, people are picking and 
choosing what passages are being talked about and that there 
are large chunks of scripture that we just never get to. 

 And I think it's important to just name that that is a thing and 
that happens in the evangelical church, even as they preach 
through entire books. I think it's really rare that a church 
manages to make it through the entire Bible. And even if they 
do, even if they're reading it, they're not concentrating on 
every single little verse. And then also that there's a bunch of 
stuff that's left out in the lectionary. And that there's a bunch of 
passages that come up over and over again, because we're in 
this church season, we're in this church year. And so Palm 
Sunday is going to come up every year and there's only two or 
three versions of it to choose from in the Scripture. And so I 
think what is helpful is that revisiting these passages over and 
over again in some ways, the danger is that they become so 
familiar that we stop paying attention to them, and we see that 
happen. 

 But I think the beautiful challenge is to keep trying to 
encounter these texts in new ways. And to see how they 
continue to speak, to see if there are ways that we can pick up 
something new in the text that we hadn't noticed before, even 
though we've read it like a bajillion times. And that also there 
is ... One of the things that I love about the lectionary is that 
presumably there are thousands and millions of people across 
the world that are grappling with the same text at the same 
time on a certain Sunday. And I think that there's something 
beautiful in that. There's something that is grounding in this 
idea that we are one body, even as we are like fractious and 
fractured, that we're still trying to grapple with this text and that 
that's really important. 
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 So I think that there's a lot of beauty in the lectionary and in 
having to wrestle with it and in being confronted with passages 
that we maybe would like to skip and avoid, but that we have 
to deal with because they're here. 

Brian G. Murphy: Yeah, I feel similarly. As many times we will find a passage 
that it's a passage that you or I or both of us have heard a lot 
growing up, maybe it was sort of used in a controlling sort of 
way, and it's been sort of fun to be confronted with those and 
sort of see it and sort of groan and roll our eyes, like "Oh, it's 
this one." And then when we get down into looking at it, we 
find some really cool and exciting stuff in there. And 
sometimes we groan and roll our eyes and it's just we still 
think it's crap at the end of it. But I think this invitation to see it 
over and over again is important. I think that the lectionary, or 
this approach to the lectionary is kind of inherently queer 
because queerness is all about multiplicity, about breaking 
down binaries. 

 And so sometimes we get folks writing into us saying "You 
said this about this passage and why didn't you say that?" And 
our answer is "Well, yes and ..." That there's only so much 
time in every episode and we usually stick to one or two takes 
of it. But for these passages that keep coming up over and 
over again, one year we might focus on Palm Sunday as an 
act up demonstration. Another year we might focus on Palm 
Sunday as a pride parade. At the end of last year I made a 
video about how Jesus was polyamorous as sort of a 
metaphoric, Christological claim, not historical Jesus being 
polyamorous. But you might also make a video about Jesus 
being asexual, or Jesus being gay, or Jesus being Black. 

 There's a multitude of different ways to engage this text and 
so I'm sort of here for all of that and excited about the 
[inaudible 00:06:09] to revisit this. And also I think for so many 
people the pastor is the person that has the correct 
interpretation of a passage. And so you read this Bible 
passage that's written by different people on a different 
context in a different language. And so it can be easy to think 
that I need someone to interpret it for me and tell me what it 
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means. And then we often look to our pastor to do that. And I 
think we're here to say that the pastor at your church doesn't 
have the one and only explanation for that. Because I think 
some theologies better than others. I don't want to say any 
claim you make about a Biblical text is sort of equally valid. 
But I think it can also be tempting, we're the ones who have 
the podcast microphones in front of us to be sort of like "Well, 
if they didn't say it then my interpretation must not be valid." 

 And so if you're reading Scripture and it resonates with you 
and your bisexuality and your asexuality and your 
demisexuality and your transness and your non-binaryness, 
it's all in there too. And I know I would love to hear that take. 
Yeah, I just think it's cool that it's sort of on and on it goes. And 
we have to keep coming up with a fresh perspective each 
time. 

Fr. Shay Kearns: Don't forget next week we're doing a special Q and A version 
of the podcast, so you don't want to miss that. If you're worried 
that you're going to miss it, or you're going to forget, make 
sure you go to queertheology.com/listen. You can sign up to 
get an email reminder every time we release a new edition of 
the podcast and it's a great way to make sure that you never 
miss one. So tune in next week. 

Brian G. Murphy: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that 
we do at queertheology.com, which provides resources, 
community and inspiration for LGBTQ Christians and straight, 
cisgender supporters. 

Fr. Shay Kearns: To dive into more of the action, visit us at queertheology.com. 
You can also connect with us online on Facebook, Twitter, 
Tumblr and Instagram. 

Brian G. Murphy: We'll see you next week. 

PODCAST END
Transcript by Taylor Walker
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