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PODCAST START: 
 
Brian: Welcome to the Queer Theology podcast! 
 
Fr. Shay: Where each episode, we take a queer look at the week’s lectionary readings. 
We’re the co-founders of QueerTheology.com and the hosts for this podcast. I’m Father 
Shay Kearns  
 
B: And I’m Brian G. Murphy. 
 
FS: Welcome back to the Queer Theology podcast, Father Shay here. Brian and I are 
taking a bit of a break for the month of December. So we're replaying some of our 
favorite episodes from Advent and Christmas' past. We hope you enjoy them! 
 
This week, Brian and I are talking about the third Sunday of Advent and we're gonna 
take a look at the Isaiah passage and the Psalm. So, Brian, you seem pretty excited 
about Advent this year. What is resonating with you in these passages? 
 
B: These passages remind me that I'm not crazy. I think every year I get less and 
less excited about Christmas and more, and more, and more over it. I recently read this 
article about Advent and Christmas on the Huffington post and I realized/remembered 
that we're not in Christmas time yet, we're in Advent. I really love Advent. Ever since I 
was a little kid, O Come, O Come Emmanuel has been my favorite Christmas song. 
There's just something about Emmanuel - God with us that's why I find the Christian 
stories so compelling. So as I was reading the Isiah and the Psalm passages I 
remembered the things that I don't like about modern Christmas, modern Christianity 
are not the Biblical parts of the story. And that we don't wait for Jesus to be born so that 
He can make up for our pitiful existence and get us into heaven. We wait for Jesus to be 
born because it's God incarnate in a broken world. He is coming to heal it. And so I look 
at this Isaiah passage where they talk about: 
 
“The desert and the dry land will be glad. 
The eyes of the blind will be opened, 
The ears of the deaf will be cleared.” 
 
I look at the Psalm passage and it says:  
 
"The Lord: who makes prisoners free.  
The Lord: who makes the blind see.  
The Lord: who straightens up those who are bent low.  
The Lord: who loves the righteous.  
The Lord: who protects immigrants.” 
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I'm like, "Yes!" this is the type of God that I believe in. Jesus was an immigrant, He was 
born to a single mother and we read at Psalm that we're waiting for this Messiah and 
that is just really exciting to me. Especially as a queer person who spends a lot of time 
waiting for justice and equality. For the family to accept me. I understand the waiting 
and it's also a really exciting time to be a queer person because lots of those things are 
coming to fruition. So these passages really resonate with me. 
 
FS: You know, at the church we've been reading The First Christmas by Marcus Borg 
and John Dominic Crossan, and that book really takes a look at the differences between 
the Matthew and Luke accounts of the Christmas story. But really, even more so, it 
takes a look at the ways in which the Christmas story is very much a setup in opposition 
to Rome. That all of the titles that Jesus was called in the gospels are the ones that 
were Ceasars' title. So very much this idea that the Christmas story is really subversive. 
I think this idea of Advent is really subversive. It's a time of waiting and I think for 
Americans were not very good often at waiting.  
 
B: No. 
 
FS: It's a time of longing and a culture that's very much "I'm gonna get what I want, 
and I'm gonna get it right this second", the idea of longing for something is not 
something that we talk about very often. So I love those ideas and those themes of 
Advent. But I also love this idea that the story of Christmas isn't just something that 
happened 2000 years ago, nor is it something that's just were waiting around until Jesus 
comes back. Right? But there's something really present about this story. The fact that 
God is with us means that we can still be about the business of standing in opposition to 
empire and we can be about building the kingdom of God now. That's really exciting to 
me. Much more exciting than kind of a sanitized and sentimental manger scene. 
 
FS: We hope you enjoyed this vintage Queer Theology podcast. Just as a reminder, 
we are taking a break for the month of December so that we can regroup, and recoup, 
and head into the New Year feeling fresh. If you want to support us, you can go to 
patreon.com/queertheology. Your support is making all of the difference in making this 
work sustainable. We'll see you next time.  
 
[outro music plays] 
 
B: The Queer Theology podcast is just one of many things that we do at 
QueerTheology.com which provides resources, community, and inspiration for LGBTQ 
Christians and straight cisgender supporters.  
 
FS: To dive into more of the action, visit us at QueerTheology.com. You can also 
connect with us online: on Facebook, Tumbler, Twitter, and Instagram. 
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B: We’ll see you next week.  
 
PODCAST END 


